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Course Description.  This course introduces you to basic laboratory methods for the analysis of archaeological remains.  We start with the basic conceptual and practical skills needed to process remains after fieldwork, to create data bases, and to perform qualitative and quantitative analysis.  Then we consider a range of archaeological materials and the requirements they impose upon laboratory analysis.  Materials include stone tools, ceramics, shell, bone, botanical remains and other perishables, human remains, and historical artifacts (although we cannot cover all of them).  Broadening the scope, the course also considers more general problems in archaeological methodology.  At all stages, it emphasizes the vital link between analysis and theory.

This is a laboratory course.  Fortunately, we meet in a laboratory classroom, so will integrate laboratory exercises into the class schedule.

Teaching Objectives/Learning Outcomes
1. To help you analyze and critically evaluate ideas, arguments and points of view.

2. To teach you fundamental principles, methods and theories.

3. To teach you relevant factual knowledge.

Text: Sutton and Arkush 2006, Archaeological Laboratory Methods: An Introduction (6th Ed., Kendall/Hunt).  I will assign additional readings during the semester, available on Springboard.
Grading.  Your grade is determined from five laboratory exercises (20 points each, total of 100 points), several take-home problem sets (exact number to determine, total of 100 points), and a research paper (100 points).  Thus, the point total is 300.  The grade distribution is:

A
264-300 points
88-100%

B
231-263 points
77-87%

C
201-230 points
67-76%

D
180-200 points
60-67%

F
<180 points

<60%
SCHEDULE OF TOPICS (Note: This schedule is tentative.  I reserve the right to change it, particularly this semester in connection with an ongoing research project to which you students might contribute.)
Dates
TOPICS







READING

12-16 Jan
Introduction: Data and the archaeological record

Text, Ch. 1
19-23 Jana
Archaeological Statistics I: variables, scales, etc.

TBA
26-30 Jan
Arch. Statistics II: measures, tests



TBA
2-6 Feb
Research Design and sampling



Text, Ch. 2
9-13 Feb
Conservation and Record-keeping



Text, Ch. 3
16-20 Feb
Stratigraphy, seriation





TBA

23-27 Feb
Lithic analysis






Text. Ch. 4-5
2-6 Mar
Ceramic analysis





Text, Ch. 6
9-13 Mar
Zooarchaeology





Text, Ch. 7,10
16-20 Mar
SPRING BREAK

23-27 Mar
Paleobotany






Text, Ch. 8,11
30 Mar-2 Apr
Human remains





Text, Ch. 12
6-10 Apr
Historical archaeology




Text, 9
13-17b Apr
Sediments and soils





TBA
20-24 Apr
Dating methods





Text, Ch. 13
27 Apr-3 May
Artifact illustration





Text, Ch. 14
aNo class 19 Jan: MLK Day

bNo class 17 Apr: I'm out of town
Class Norms on attendance, preparation, performance, and conduct.  

Registration.  Students who do not appear on the University’s official class list within two weeks of semester’s start cannot attend classes.  This is official University policy.

Attendance. You should attend every class.  (See the University’s policy on pg. 41 of the 2008-09 Undergraduate Bulletin.)  I reserve the right to take attendance and to penalize students who miss class or arrive late.  Please try to reach class on time.  When you arrive late, you disrupt both me and the students who arrived on time.  If you arrive late regularly for reasons unrelated to your class schedule, I may ask you to drop the class.  

Preparation.  You should read assigned readings before class.  I may provide a few questions to guide your reading, but skimming the text for answers to those questions may not suffice.  Read all pages of each reading assignment except when I advise you otherwise.  If I don't advise you, then please read all pages.  You may wish to re-skim readings after the relevant class.
Conduct. Once class begins, put aside conversation and any reading material (printed or electronic) that is not directly connected to class.  Do not use a laptop or other electronic device during class except to take lecture notes or to perform work directly related to this class.  Please turn off cell phones and other electronic devices before entering the classroom.  Except in the direst emergency, please don’t leave the classroom to take a call or listen to music on your iPod.  These behaviors show disrespect to the University and your classmates.  For anything less than an urgent physical emergency or an extremely important appointment, please do not leave the class while it is in session. Students who get up and leave distract the entire class.  If you must leave a class early for an important appointment, please advise me in advance, take a seat near an exit and, when necessary, leave quietly and unobtrusively.

Class participation.  Class participation can add to your final grade. If you consistently make positive contributions to class discussion and come to class well prepared, I may raise your grade slightly (e.g., from a B to a B+).  Similarly, students who are disruptive in class may have their grades reduced by a half-grade.  Both such adjustments will be made at my discretion.  On occasion, students have genuine, serious problems which prevent them from attending class or completing assignments.  While I sympathize with problems, your grade is based on the work you hand in.  I can not give you a grade on the basis of how grave your problems are.  Nor can I file a report of “Incomplete” unless you have fulfilled the requirements set out below.  Whatever I can do within the limits of the course rules to help you, I will, but there is a limit to what I can do.  
Exam and Laboratory Exercise Attendance.  Anyone who arrives after the first person has finished the exam or exercise, or 15 minutes after the scheduled starting time, will not be allowed to take the exam or exercise.  You are excused from a scheduled exam or exercise only for illness or injury that requires you to remain in bed, for a grave illness or death in your immediate family, or for participation in an important University-sanctioned event. When possible, please advise me in advance of your absence.  If your absence is excusable, your make-up must be taken as soon as possible after the scheduled date. No exam or laboratory exercise may be taken before its scheduled date and time for any reason. Personal travel is not excused.

Exams, essays or other assigned coursework will be graded and returned at the first opportunity.  Usually that means in the class that follows the exam or the assignment deadline.  (Results of exams that fall on Thursdays cannot be returned until the following week.)  If you do not attend class on the day in which work is returned, you must retrieve it by arrangement from my office.
Plagiarism and Cheating.  All written assignments and exams are governed by the University’s policy on academic dishonesty.  You are responsible for knowing and following this policy, found on pg. 43 of the University’s 2008-09 Undergraduate Bulletin and on the University’s website.  If you cheat on an exam or plagiarize even a section of an assignment, you will receive a 0 for the exam or assignment, and may be referred for academic penalty. 

Hand-outs are available only in class and only on the day(s) on which they are used.  There are no exceptions for any reason.

Submitting assignments.  Any assignment (e.g., exercise, paper) required by a specified date and hour must be submitted in printed or, (when I specify) written, hard copy, by its author (that’s you, not a friend who attends in your place).  Assignments submitted solely via e-mail attachment cannot be accepted, although an electronic back-up copy is recommended. 

Late work policy. Late work is penalized by deduction of points. “Late” means after the specified date and hour.  For example, if I require a paper by, for example, 19 Jan. at the start of class, a paper submitted later in the class hour or later in the day is late. Late submission is accepted only if you can present a suitable written excuse from your doctor for emergency purposes (i.e., routine appointments and the like are not valid excuses for submitting work late), if you are seriously ill, you suffer a grave illness or death in your immediate family, or for your required participation in University-sponsored off-campus activities.    Please talk to me at least one week in advance to arrange for any other type of excused absence. There are no exceptions to this rule.

Incompletes.  A grade of incomplete can only be given under the following conditions: You have completed 90% of the class work and have a genuine emergency which prevents you from completing the final 10%.   You must sign a contract with me to do this.  Incomplete grades can not be given in order to redo a final assignment for which you performed poorly.  

Extra Credit will be offered only in rare and compelling circumstances.  Please don’t count on it.
Tips for improving grades: Are you putting enough time into studying?  Are you attending classes?  Are you reading assigned readings?  Taking careful, detailed notes during class?  Using hand-outs diagnostically as recommended on the first day of class?  If the answer is “no” to any question above, the way to start is to turn the “no” into a “yes,” i.e., to invest more time and effort in the class.  If your results still do not improve, then we should meet to discuss the particulars of your situation.

Appointments.  If you are not free during my office hours, then please arrange another meeting time.  You can do this by speaking with me before or after class.  You also can contact me by e-mail to request an appointment.  If you do that, please propose two dates and 30-minute time slots during which you can meet.  If I’m free for either, I’ll reply to confirm.  If not, I’ll reply by proposing two other dates and hours.  It should be easy to arrange a mutually agreeable appointment.  

Contacting Me:  The best way to ask (and for me to answer) questions is face-to-face.  Specific questions are best asked before or after class.  If they arise at some other time, then please feel free to contact me by e-mail (not by phone; ordinarily I can’t return phone calls).  If you have more than one or two specific questions, then e-mail becomes inefficient and face-to-face contact again is best.  You can reach me by e-mail during standard work hours. When e-mailing, please use your University account, not an external one, indicate the course in the subject line so that I cannot mistake your message for spam, and please make sure to identify yourself, using your real name.  Please try to discuss grades in person rather than by e-mail or phone. If you have a question about your grade, you must discuss it before or after class or see me in my office.
ACCESSIBILITY ACCOMMODATION.  If you require accommodation, please contact the Office of Accessibility (972-7928), and please notify me.
