The Sumerians (3240:110)

Fall 2011 – Dr. Matney

On the final exam, you will have 50 minutes to write the answers to the following two questions. You may use your notes and books, but you must write out your answers in full on the paper provided by the instructor. You must make sure that you correctly cite all sources that you use. If you do not cite your sources correctly, you will receive a zero on the exam and fail the course.  If you are not sure how to cite the sources, or what this means, please ask the instructor for guidance. All students are expected to produce their own essays.

1. 
Sumerian culture is widely regarded as the world’s first literate, urban civilization. What do you think were the primary factors which allowed, or forced, the Sumerians to create this civilization? Why did urban civilization arise at this time and in this particular place? Why Mesopotamia in the 4th and 3rd millennium BC? You must use specific examples to support your answer.

2.
In this course, we have discussed many Mesopotamian cuneiform texts as a primary source of information about Sumerian life. How and why did writing develop in the first place? What was it used to record? Do you think that cuneiform texts are a biased or unbiased source of information? Why? You must use specific examples to support your answer.
