Ancient Near Eastern Archaeology

Research Project, Fall 2009
Goal

The goal of this project is to give students an opportunity to conduct research on ancient Near Eastern artifacts from the Akins Collection at the University of Akron. By working with actual artifacts, students will learn the basic skills of artifact description, identification, and interpretation. These papers will form part of the permanent archives on the Akins Collection and will, in time, be used to generate text panels and new displays of the artifacts.
Requirements

Each student will write a brief research paper (roughly 1500-2000 words) on an artifact assigned by the instructor. The final research paper will include the following elements:

1. description of artifact (material, size, shape, decoration, etc.); illustrations are highly recommended, but not strictly required
2. references to comparable artifacts from published sources = “comparanda”
3. estimate and justification for the age/time period of the artifact

4. explanation of the artifact’s probable function, or functions

5. general statement placing the artifact within a larger cultural framework (e.g., if you have an artifact generally found in temples, explain the role and function of the temple as an ancient institution)

Due Dates

Friday, Oct. 23

Artifact description and initial project bibliography (10 points)
Friday, Nov. 11

Outline/rough draft of paper (20 points)
Friday, Dec. 4

Final written research project (70 points)
Artifact description and initial project bibliography (10 points)
You should attempt to make a preliminary description of your artifact. Please note the registration number on all your project notes. I will be free to help you with these descriptions, if needed, during office hours. The project bibliography is a document which lists all the relevant books, journals and other sources you intend to read for your report. These should be listed alphabetically and your citation should use the following conventions:

For journal articles:

name (year of publication) "title of article" title of journal volume number: page numbers.

Guinness, John (1945) "The History of Beer" Journal of the History of Brewing 45: 8-75.

For books:

Name (year of publication) title of book. city of publication: publisher. edition if necessary.

Guinness, John (1958) Why Beer Makes the World Go 'Round. New York: Doo-dah Publishers. Third edition.

Other items:

You can also list (at the end of the bibliography) the names of web pages, journals, newspapers, etc. that you intend on using. These can just be a simple list. For example,

Journal of the History of Brewing

JAMA: The Journal of the American Medical Association

Zymurgy

www.uakron.edu/brewhaha
various New York Times articles on health and alcohol consumption

Please be reasonable! Do not list 500 books, or even 50 books. Make a realistic assessment of what you will be able to read or skim or utilize in some fashion. The point of this exercise is to see that you have done enough research to get started preparing for your research paper and to make sure you haven’t missed any major sources. In other words, it is to your benefit to present me with a list of sources that you really do plan on using. I will suggest additions or subtractions to your bibliography as necessary and you will doubtlessly uncover new sources during the process of reading all the references on your bibliography. Many of the sources you will need must be acquired through interlibrary loans, so do not delay in getting your project started.
Outline or rough draft of paper (20 points)
Minimally, this is a one-page document (but it may well be much longer) which explains to me the structure of your paper and presentation. It should give me a clear sense of the order in which you are presenting material and a rationale or logic behind that order. Be as detailed as necessary. Your outline or rough draft should cover all fives points listed above. I will give you considerable feedback on these drafts, so it is to your advantage to put as much effort as possible into this stage of the project. YOU MAY TURN THIS SECTION IN EARLY FOR FULL CREDIT.
Written Paper (70 points)
Your written paper should be a detailed presentation of your research (while staying within the word limit). It should clearly explain what the artifact you have been studying is, what it was used for, and provide appropriate background material and analysis. For evaluation, I will be looking for the following:
1. A clear, concise statement of purpose. This is often placed “up front” in order to guide the reader to the appropriate points. This statement should in some way answer the following questions:


(a) what is the main subject covered in this paper?


(b) what are the principal sources of data which will be examined?


(c) what is the your take/angle/perspective on this subject?

(d) why should we care? (or, more gently phrased, why is this relevant to the study of archaeology?)
2. An orderly presentation of data. You will need to tell me what archaeological data you looked at during your research. As you have learned in the class, archaeological data is only useful if we know its context. So, if you are going to tell me about the Eye Temple, then you need to identify its location (e.g., found at Tell Brak), its period (dated to the Uruk/Jemdet Nasr periods) and then describe the relevant features or artifacts of the Eye Temple. However, DO NOT GET BOGGED DOWN IN POINTLESS DETAIL. I only want you to tell me about material that is relevant to your thesis.

All material that you use from books and journal articles needs to be cited both in the text and in the bibliography at the end of the paper. To do this, in the body of the text, use standard anthropological reference format. For example, 

 “blah, blah, blah….” (Weiss 1991: 34) 

tells me that you have just quoted a passage from page 34 of a book/article by Weiss from 1991. You then need to give me a full bibliographic citation for the book/article Weiss 1991 in the bibliography of your paper. In the bibliography at the end of your paper, please list all works cited in alphabetical order using the format discussed above for your project bibliographies.

3. An analysis of the data. Having amassed quantities of opinions and relevant “facts” regarding a particular subject, you then need to make sense of them. You may use any of a wide variety of methods for doing this. The important thing to remember is that a research paper (at least for this class) is not just a long string of other people’s opinions or ideas. I want to hear what you think.

You may, if you choose, formulate your own opinion by taking the ideas of several other scholars and combining them into your own explanation in a creative way. You may, if you choose, take a long-held assumption in archaeology and question it using appropriate data. You may, if you choose, take the opinion of one scholar and set up an opposing theory which you think may better fit the data. Whatever approach you take, it is important that your thesis be YOURS. In terms of the final evaluation of the paper, this is probably the most important section.

Note that your paper can be organized however you see fit (this is not high school). I will be looking for these three elements, but you can intersperse data and analysis as appropriate. As long as there is a logical order I can follow, I am happy.

