Magic, Myth & Religion

Department of Classical Studies, Anthropology & Archeology

The University of Akron


3230: 357-001                                                                            Fall 2008

Tue., Thu 10:45—12:00                                                           Bierce 274
Lecturer…James Mathis Ph.D.

“Face-to-Face” time can be arranged with Dr. Mathis 

by phone at (330-434-8704), or better yet E-Mail (jmathis@uakron.edu).

Course Description


Young people today are coming of age in a world where technological advances are bursting all previous barriers of distance and language. This course seeks to contribute to an awareness in students of the vast breadth of human religious belief and their consequent rituals, worldviews and cultural impacts. This knowledge contributes to a mindset better adapted to our ever more interconnected world.  


Though the subject matter of the course is human belief systems and their diverse iterations, the topic is not divorced from other centrally important human activities like subsistence, reproduction, lineage, politics in general and social organization. With this in mind, religious belief systems are examined within a frame of reference that presents their connection to the rich ménage of human activity.  


Course Objectives  

· Gain factual knowledge (terminology, classifications, methods, trends) about human belief systems.

· Gain a broader understanding and appreciation of  intellectual/cultural activity focused on human religious needs and purposed

· Acquire an interest in learning more by asking questions and seeking answers.
Required Text
Religion and Culture: An Anthropological Focus…2nd edition, 








Raymond Scupin Editor
During the term there may be additional readings. These will be handed out in class or set on reserve. All additional materials are considered part of the course and students are responsible for acquiring and reading them.

Evaluation


1. Attendance
15%



2. Class participation 
20%

3. Weekly Comprehension Quizzes
15%



4. 2 Comprehensive Tests
20%



5. 2 researched essays
20%


5. Final Assessment
10%

     Total
100%

Scale:

A Range: 100-95 = A, 90-94 = A-

B Range: 89-87 = B+, 86-84 = B, 83-80 = B-

C Range: 79-77 = C+, 76-74 = C, 73-70 = C​-

D Range: 69-67 = D+, 66-64=D, 63-60 =D-

F Range: 59 and below = F

Requirements

Reading
Reading the text carefully before each class and taking relevant notes will be essential if you are going to do well in this class. Get all assigned reading for each week done before the first class meeting of the week. 
Class Participation
Participation is required (20% of your grade) and of course you must be present to participate (Attendance is 15% of your grade). Participation will be evaluated in three ways.

1.
Contribution to open discussion — Come to class prepared to discuss the readings (this includes your understanding of their basic ideas, key points and examples). Bring a copy of your reading notes to every class meeting — type them. You may be called on at anytime to contribute your knowledge and perspective. I may ask to see these notes.

2. Your willingness to support your classmates in their contributions in class with your own contributions, and actually being present in class when you are present in class.

3. I will maintain an evaluation of your participation from week to week. 

Quizes & Tests

There will be weekly comprehension quizzes, two comprehensive major tests. Quizzes will cover lectures, discussion, readings, films as will each major test. “POP” quizzes are also a possibility should absence levels or lack of preparation become apparent problems. 

Geographic Knowledge
There is no question that a good knowledge of geography will be an advantage in this class. Make it a practice to locate each example from readings, class and films on a world map. If you need to brush up on your geography explore the many websites accessible on the Internet. So that I can assess your geographic knowledge and adjust the course accordingly, there may be unannounced geography “quizzes.”

Syllabus Changes
There could be changes, students are responsible for any changes to the syllabus and these will be announced in class.

Disabilities Accommodation

If you require accommodation for a disability contact the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities, and make arrangements with me at the beginning (first week) of the semester.

Research Essays

You will write two short essays in which you examine and document your research into one or more aspects of human religious activity, which I will assign and in which you will come to some conclusion based on your research. APA is the style and form accepted in anthropology and required of this work.

Classroom Conduct

Cell Phones…TURN TO VIBRATE ONLY OR TURN THEM OFF.
Late Arrival…BE ON TIME.
Early Departure…HAVE A GOOD REASON AND GIVE IT BEFORE YOU GO.
Food…DRINKS ARE O.K. BUT NO FOOD 







UNLESS YOU HAVE ENOUGH FOR ALL.
*************************************************************
Tentative Course Schedule 

WEEK 1:             Introduction to the Course…Religion’s Evolution & Purpose_

(8/26, 8/28)

Introduction to the course…We get to know each other…




Picture-time - Letter of Introduction…Setting the Scene…



Anthony Harris’s Religious Types Schema…


Read:

Scupin: Chapters 1, 2 & 3

WEEK 2:                _______   Religion’s Evolution & Purpose_
(9/2, 9/4)



Read: 

Scupin: Chapters 1, 2 & 3
Quiz over Chapters 1, 2& 3



WEEK 3:              ________ Myth, Folklore & Ritual _______

(9/9, 9/11)


Read: 

Scupin: Chapters 4 & 5 

Movie:
Perhaps some Joseph Campbell



Wednesday Quiz over Chapters 4 & 5
WEEK 4:                   ​__Shamanism, Sorcery & Witchcraft ____________
(9/16, 9/18)



Read:

Scupin:  Chapters 6 & 7
Movie:
To be announced

Wednesday Quiz over Chapters 6 & 7
WEEK 5:

​​​​Aboriginal Religions & African Religion
(9/23, 9/25)


Read:

Scupin: Chapters 8 & 9

Wednesday Quiz over Chapters 8 & 9
WEEK 6: 

_________ Agricultural State Religion                

(9/30, 10/2)


             Read:

Scupin:  Chapter 10 
              Movie
To be announced
              Wednesday Quiz over Chapters 10
WEEK 7:                              Essay Refinement & Big Test #1
(10/7)        

(10/9)

Big Test #1
WEEK 8:                        _Vedic Religion, Hinduism & Buddhism 

(10/14, 10/16)


Read:

Scupin:  Chapters11 & 12
            Movie

To be announced

Essay #1 DUE

Wednesday Quiz over Chapters 11 & 12
WEEK 9:                       ​​​​​​​​​​          Traditional Religion of China
(10/21, 10/23)



Read:

Scupin: Chapter 13




Movie

To be announced


Wednesday Quiz over Chapter 13
WEEK 10:                                       Japanese Religions 

(10/28, 10/30)


Read:
Scupin: Chapter 14

Movie
To be announced


Wednesday Quiz over Chapter 14





WEEK 11:               
   Abrahamic Religion: Judaism & Christianity
(11/4, 11/6)

             Read:

Scupin:  Chapters 15, 16 & 17  


Wednesday Quiz over Chapters 15, 16 & 17


WEEK 12:                                 Abrahamic Religion: Islam
(11/11, 11/13)

Read:

Scupin: Chapter 18

Wednesday Quiz over Chapter 18


WEEK 13:      Religion as Global Culture & Drawing a Circle to the Semester 
(11/18, 11/20)





Read:

Scupin Chapters 19 & 20


Movie
To be announced
WEEK 14:

Essay Refinement, Big Test II & Final Assessment
(11/25)


Tuesday Quiz over Chapter 19 & 20

WEEK 14:


Essay Refinement, Big Test II & Final Assessment
(12/3)  Final Assessment

(12/5)  Big Test II
Final Essay DUE
