The Assyrians (3240:109)

Fall 2011 – Dr. Matney

On the final exam, you will have 50 minutes to write the answers to the following two questions. You may use your notes and books, but you must write out your answers in full on the paper provided by the instructor. You must make sure that you correctly cite all sources that you use. If you do not cite your sources correctly, you will receive a zero on the exam and fail the course.  If you are not sure how to cite the sources, or what this means, please ask the instructor for guidance. All students are expected to produce their own essays.

1. 
Prior to the start of archaeological investigation in the mid-19th century, the Assyrians were remembered through various Biblical, Classical and Medieval sources as a warlike people bent on destruction and world domination. In what ways do you think that this characterization is valid and in what ways does it miss important elements of Assyrian culture? You must use specific examples to support your answer.

2.
The Assyrian kings had immense power in the construction and running of the world’s first political “superpower”. What were the rights and obligations of the Assyrian king? Give some specific examples of both the power of the king and his duties to the Assyrian people as support for your argument.

