
The ability to develop new knowledge is the most difficult of all our requirements to graduate with an economics degree at the University of Akron. However, it is important because it calls on econ majors to use everything we’ve learned so far to go one final step create new knowledge. For me, the most difficult part was finding my topic. I had to make sure I chose an empirical model that I could add to that was economically significant and that someone else hasn’t already done. 


I learned the importance of knowing the economic significance behind every variable I use in my model, as well as having evidence behind statements I write in my paper. That was a huge learning process for me, because I had did not realize all the research that had to be done aside from the literature review. I have much more respect now for authors of economic literature. I also learned how hard it is to stay motivated and on task to work through your senior project when I was so close to graduation and got behind on the work because I had “senioritis”. This is the one thing that students should not drop the ball on, no matter how hard it is to stay focused so close to the end.

What I would do differently is come up with a very specific topic in mind before the semester even starts. I did some research before I found my paper topic that was too general, and it was a waste of time. It is important for students to analyze a topic that not only do they enjoy, but has a do-able problem with a solution that is not beyond our undergrad level of education. Knowing the topic allows me to save so much time by searching for literature specific to what I am doing, and unfortunately, that was not the case when I first started my research. What I would also do differently (and I’m sure many seniors can attest to this) is waiting until the last minute to get things turned in. Not only would it have made this process far less stressful, but it also wouldn’t put the faculty readers under pressure and stress to go over my drafts when they have things to do at the end of the semester.
