University of Akron

Department of Music Education

Field Observation Report

Student Name: Jeff Young
Date of Observation:  3-27-03
Method Class: Intro to Music Education
Semester / Year: Spring 2003
School:  Cory-Rawson High School
Teacher’s Name: Mrs. Chris Meyer
Grade Level:  5-12
Number of students:  5-40
Length of observation in minutes: 235
Student’s Observations and Comments:

Room set-up: A neat and organized choir room, but stuff thrown in places for the musical, such as costumes, etc.
Pre-class activity:  Working on stuff for the musical all day long
Materials:  Choir folders, music, piano, etc.
Procedure:  Each choir just sang some songs, and the 6th grade band worked out of the Standard of Excellence Books
Closure:  They worked right up until the bell, no real closing procedure
Discipline problems and/or strategies:  LOTS OF TALKING-but understandable with what was going on in the room
Critique of lesson (what was effective/not effective):  The first class of the day was the freshmen Chamber Choir.  They worked on the music for the upcoming musical, Cinderella.  Not everyone was in the musical, so this made it very hard to keep the people not singing quiet.   First was the warmup, which everyone had to do.  They did a scale with suspensions.  This is a decent freshmen choir.  People not in the chorus for the musical are just being given a study hall.  Once the rehearsing got started, it was very productive.  They did partwork with the altos, sopranos, and basses-there were no tenors in the freshmen choir.  Most of the work was done with syllables.  However, there were some definite things that could have been improved with pitch, but she didn't concentrate on those.

The 2nd class of the day was then 7th grade choir.  The choir was preparing for upcoming solo and ensemble, so smaller groups of all male groups and all female groups surrounded the piano while she played the accomp. and they sang.  The rest of the class was being very loud.  I sang along with some of the male groups, to help them out.  They were very weak.  She then let me comment on what  thought of the groups afterwards.  This was the first time I really got to comment on a choir performing.  I talked mostly about the things that  I could connect to band, like the harmonies and parts needing to be brought out.  I know I'm not an expert in diction, so I didn't talk about anything like that.

Next, the 8th grade choir came in.  This was just the same as the 7th grade choir, only it was different songs and different kids.  Again, I got to comment on what I thought, and I actually enjoyed working with choral groups more than I thought I would

Next, the HS Chorale (upper choir) came in to rehearse for the musical.  They essentially worked on the same parts that the freshman choir did, only it was a lot stronger sounding.  The biggest things that I had to say about this group when I got to address some issues with them was dissonances.  In the Cinderella score, there are lots of suspensions-with intervals of a 2nd between two voices.  The people who were creating these suspensions were backing off and not singing out.  I knew that if they brought out the dissonances it would be a lot prettier.  It was nice having a choir who had tenors and all four parts being distinctly brought out.

First up on the afternoon schedule was 6th grade band.  The tuba, euphonium, and trombone players came down to have a sectional today.  The talk of the day was based on two things:  Accidentals, which were explained completely and she made sure that they thoroughly understood how they worked, and solfege.  Before they could play something on their instruments, they had to sing it in solfege.  Also, she would sing the part in solfege, and then they'd play it back on their instruments.  She corrected a trombone player for puffing his cheeks while he played, and then she had a struggle with the tubist, who was lifting his fingers off the valves after every note, even when the pitch did not change fingerings.  There were no major discipline problems with this group. Small groups must be better to work with.







