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National Standards and 

Ohio Academic Content Standards for the Arts Reviews


In January of 1992, the National Council on Education Standards and Testing (NCEST) decided to create a system of voluntary national standards and assessments for the core subjects, being English, math, science, geography, and history, with other subjects to follow.  The first of the other subjects to receive federal funding were the arts.  The arts have been identified as a fundamental academic subject with the passing of the Goals 2000:  Educate America Act.  Using a million dollars from the U.S. Department of Education, the National Endowment for the Arts, and the National Endowment for the Humanities, the Music Educators National Conference (MENC) has developed the voluntary national standards for the arts in four disciplines, dance, music, theatre, and the visual arts for grades kindergarten through twelve.  In the fall of 1993, drafts were available to read, and after receiving critiques and responses, the standards were revised.  They were officially approved on January 31, 1994 and the final document was presented to the U.S. Secretary of Education, Richard Riley, on March 11, 1994.  These nine National Standards for Music Education are:

1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 
3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments. 
4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines. 
5. Reading and notating music. 
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music. 
7. Evaluating music and music performances. 
8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts. 
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture. 


The National Standards for the arts explain what students should know and what they must be able to do in the arts.  According to the Standards, students, throughout their academic careers, should work towards a comprehensive competence, meaning knowledge and skills in subjects such as creation, performance, history, analysis, and technology.  The Standards suggest that by the time students have completed their senior year of high school, they should be efficient in five important areas.  Students should be knowledgeable in each of the four disciplines, dance, music, theatre, and the visual arts and be able to use vocabulary, materials, and techniques in each.  They should be proficient in one art form, with the ability to define the art and solve artistic problems pertaining to this art form.  Students should also be able to analyze works of art and present them in historical, cultural, and structural ways.  They should have a historical background in the arts as a whole and be able to identify works of art from different historical and cultural periods.  The last major issue includes the student’s ability to relate various types of arts knowledge and skills contained in the arts disciplines.  

The Standards are important because they give a definition of what content should be taught to give the students knowledge and skills in the four disciplines.  They also give school districts a reason to teach the arts and not treat them as an option.  They provide a clear explanation of what to teach and what should be accomplished and achieved by each student in each grade level.  Although they do not provide a curriculum or how the arts should be taught, they provide the goals that should be reached and are concerned with the results of the students’ educations in the arts.  

The arts help the development of the child’s mind and spirit.  Art appears everywhere, from TV drama and high school dances, to classical and pop music.  Learning about the arts helps the child by giving them an opportunity to experience something that brings joy and excitement; something that can open the mind and imagination.  It helps bring out the intervals self-discipline, self-esteem, and pride and socially by giving students the chance to work together during class or in the community at functions and beyond the classroom.  They can converse about the different arts and be able to experience the aesthetics both in class and outside of class. 


The process for the developing of the Ohio Academic Content Standards began in 1997 when the State Board of Education and the Ohio Board of Regents created a Joint Council that established what students should know from grades pre-K through 16.  The Joint Council shaped a draft of a group of common expectations in six areas, the arts, English language arts, foreign languages, mathematics, science, and social studies.  This draft is being formed into Ohio’s academic contents standards.  Reasons for developing these standards are to provide a clear collection of expectations for students.  Ohio teachers will have a better understanding as to what material and skills they should teach certain grade levels, although they will not informed how teach it.  
The three types of standards that most educators discuss are the contents, performance, and operating standards.  Content standards identify the knowledge and skills students and what they should know or receive from class through their years of schooling.  Performance standards are concrete descriptions of how well students must learn the material in the content standards.  The last of the three, operating skills, defines the conditions for learning and provides guidelines for the school districts and communities to construct a way to meet the needs of the students reach the goals of the state and local educational systems.

There are five goals included in the Ohio Academic Content Standards for the Arts.  They are:

The National Standards and the Ohio Academic Content Standards are both important parts of our educational systems.  They have each taken the students’ welfare into consideration and are concerned about how the students benefit in their educations.  They have developed goals for educators to help their students attain and reinforce the importance of what students should know and be able to do by the time they graduate from high school in specific areas.  Neither standard explains how the educators should deliver the information, but they do clarify what is taught and what goals to complete. 
The Ohio Academic Content Standards differ from the National Standards because they are concerned with the content and material that is being taught to students.  The National Standards are more concerned with the results of the students’ education in the arts and gives them goals to accomplish, while the Ohio Academic Content Standards provide more of a curriculum.  It is not an exact curriculum, but it is a guideline for educators to follow and establishes what the students should be taught so that every student has a common background in the area or subject.  

