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There are many music educators in this world, but how many of them are truly effective and how can one tell if one is or isn’t?  Through my years of music lessons and classes I have run into both effective and non-effective teachers.  One important key to becoming an effective and successful music educator is to be able to define these questions: why should music be taught, what should be taught, how, to whom, and with what results?

Music is taught for both musical and non-musical reasons.  Music offers aesthetic experiences.  I believe it is a wonderful way for students to express themselves and use their creativity.  It brings out emotions, whether it is the affect the actual music and/or lyrics has on a person or how the performance personally affects the audience member or performer.  Music can evoke joy, sadness, or even anger.  Students can also experience creativity in writing their own music or figuring out what a song means to them.  From a musical aspect, the purpose of teaching is not to produce matter-of-fact results; it is done to create enjoyment and fulfillment.

Looking at teaching music through a non-musical aspect gives us other reasons as to why music should be taught.  It helps teach self-discipline and gives the students opportunities to create self-confidence and pride.  Learning music can involve a lot of out of class work and to achieve any goals or become better, a student must practice.  Without self-discipline, students would never study their music or instrument and would never progress resulting in failure.  If a student succeeds at keeping a good sense of self-discipline, progress will be made and performances will go well, causing students to be proud of themselves.  It has been proven that students involved with music score higher on the SAT.  This doesn’t mean music makes students smarter, but research says it may be because of the pride and success music causes.  “Although it is difficult to prove in experimental research, it appears that some students get what might be called a ‘cycle of success.’”(Hoffer, 1993, p.9)  Student’s attitudes change and they feel they are able to accomplish more.

What a music educator should teach depends on the situation and what type of music instruction is needed.  In music theory classes, fundamentals such as learning key signatures, rhythms, and chord structure should be taught, but in a choir class or voice lesson, students should be taught many things such as proper breathing, diction, or the history of a piece being learned.  The size of the class, the community where students are being taught, and the amount of time often plays a role in what types of material are taught.  

There are various ways of teaching music, and the age group or culture the students are, could affect how the educator must teach. Young students will need different care, including a more concise vocabulary, a cheerful attitude, and a lot of patience.  With an older group of students, a teacher has to adapt to their needs and realize they need to be treated on a more mature level.  Older students should be able to take on responsibility and use their self-discipline to complete the tasks asked of them in the classroom.  Teaching one class period may be completely different than another class period and may cause the teacher to modify his or her teaching style to accommodate each student and their learning habits or capabilities.  Planning for class and preparing are very important, but the way the teacher plans to teach their lesson may not be as effective as he or she had hoped, therefore the teacher must be ready for all types of questions and personalities.  One of the great reasons for teaching is to have an effect on the student, to do so the student must be reached.  

Everyone deserves the chance to learn about music.  It may be in different places, levels, or different areas of musical subjects.  Music is what enriches peoples lives and to tell a person he or she is not allowed to participate is unacceptable.  From the vocal performance major to the special education student, each should be given an opportunity to experience the aesthetic qualities of music, just maybe on a different level.  Music can change a person’s life.  Performing or participating in musical activities can create a pride in someone that no other thing can give them.  If a student wants to gain knowledge about music not matter what their intellect is, I feel they are entitled to it and should be given the option.

With what results? is the last question we ask ourselves as teachers.  How do we know we have been effective?  Analyzing both formally and informally is a major part of how we answer this question.  Each day a teacher should think about what was accomplished in a lesson or what still has to be done to make sure the students really understood what was taught that day.  During class tests can be given or the teacher can ask random questions to be sure they are getting through.  Embarrassing students must be avoided though, so if a student is unable to answer the question or perform correctly, the teacher must be quick to make the student feel like it was ok and be sure to explain the correct way to the student.  If lessons are going well and as planned, the educator feels a sense of completion and is not only proud of themselves but proud of the students as well.

These five questions are a lot to think about, but each one has its perks as to why I want to be a music educator.  I want to be the best music teacher I can possibly be, it is hard work and a difficult subject to teach because of many things; the different learning capabilities, the attitudes of students, the material being taught and more.  I love challenges and I know I will be faced with a different obstacle almost everyday.  The students are not the only ones learning in a music educational environment, the teacher is too.  I too will be experience the aesthetic aspect of music and want more than anything to give student the opportunities I had growing with music all of my life.  I want to provide a place for students to grow with self-confidence and pride learning ways to show emotion and express themselves in the most important aspect of life: Music.
