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Peer Teaching Self-Evaluation


My peer teaching lesson was on a concept from the element of duration.  My goal was to teach what fraction of the whole note the half note, quarter note, and eighth note were.  First I explained each note in relation to the whole note, then I after I was done with the lesson, I questioned the students to see if they knew what each note was using cookies in the shapes of each note.

I felt very prepared for my lesson having spent a lot of time organizing what I was going to say, what I was going to use as learning incentives, and what I was going to wear in order to look professional.  Unfortunately, I let my nerves get in the way of everything and felt my teaching did not go as well as I had planned.  I felt was too quiet and like what I taught hadn’t made sense at all to anyone.   If I could teach the lesson again, I would have picked just one of the notes, like what fraction of the whole note is a half note, knowing that the students had previous knowledge about the whole note. I also would have explained fractions because most students at the second and third grade level are just learning fractions and they might not be clear or fluent in fractions.  
After I watched myself in the video, I realized that I had not done as badly as I thought, but my teaching still needs a lot of work.  My lesson was very short.  I could have slowed down quite a bit, and expanded more on a smaller concept to make my explanation more thorough.  Weaknesses that I need to improve upon are showing more confidence in front of my peers, moving around the room and being comfortable in the space the have to teach in, and making the volume of my voice much louder.  I felt my strengths were that I had good eye contact, which I don’t usually do when speaking in front of people, and my posture was good, which is something that is always hard for me to control, especially when I am nervous.   
Peer teaching is very hard for me because it is difficult to teach my peers, who know just as much or more than I do about music.  Watching the video has helped me to figure out everything that I am doing wrong while teaching and what to improve upon.  Being nervous in front of my peers is something that I will have to get over.  This assignment has made me realize I have a long way to go and much to improve upon before I am considered to be a good teacher, and I hope that my classes at The University of Akron will help me attain the skills I need to be an effective teacher.
