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Introduction to Music Education

Peer Teaching Review #2


Peer teaching for the second time was easier, but more nerve racking.  My primary concept or goal was to learn alternate fingering for B (B2) on the recorder.  To begin my lesson, I reviewed the original fingering we learned for B, which used the thumb and the first finger.  After reviewing, I demonstrated the new fingering for B, thumb, second finger, and third.  To make sure the students knew the correct fingering, they played B2 and then I had them alternate between B and B2.  Next the students played a line in the recorder packet using the original fingering once and the alternate fingering once.  This was done to help explain the reasons for using alternate fingering B.   The last thing I planned for to use in teaching my lesson was playing the last melody on the last page of the packet.  The melody used both B and B2 and was used to help the students understand how depending on what note is played before or after a B, one fingering might be easier to use than the other.  

Before watching the DVD, I evaluated myself as a teacher and what I thought I did well.  I improved on my volume because I was thinking about it throughout the whole lesson.  I am a very quiet person and quietly talking in front of my peers is something I truly must get over, but I feel I am making progress. Peer teaching and singing at studio is helping and hopefully my effective oral communications class will also help me with overcome this feat as soon as possible.  I am not afraid to speak or perform in front of people; I just need to gain more confidence in myself.  I also felt I took the lesson at a good pace and was slow enough that everyone could understand my points.  I felt I used good eye contact and used less verbal fillers than I normally would.  

I was unhappy with the last part of the lesson, when I had them play the melody on the page.  I knew the students made mistakes while playing, but I didn’t know the melody well enough to take my eyes away from the page, so I was unable to identify what they were.  I also had a hard time picking out where exactly the mistakes were, so instead of trying to correct it, I panicked and just kept on with my lesson.  If I could teach the lesson over, I would have had the students replay the section and tried to listen for where the mistakes were so that I could attempt to fix them.    


After watching the DVD, I felt I did a lot worse than I had orifinally thought.  I knew I had not done as well as I had wanted to, but I hated watching the video because it supported that fact even more.  The look on my face was terrible.  It looked like I didn’t want to be teaching and like I hated every moment of it, but that was not how I really felt.  I enjoy teaching; it just makes me a little nervous sometimes.  I also saw how I stayed at the piano and looked at my packet a lot.  Next time I teach, I would like to be more prepared, so that I am able to leave the piano and walk around more.  I also felt my snapping was a little fast, but it wasn’t so fast that the students could not play.  My posture was also bad, which is unusual because better posture is a goal that I have been working on for a long time and have succeeded in improving upon it.  It is a rare occasion that in performance or speeches I slouch that bad, although in everyday life or when I’m out with friends I still do.  I have a fear that it is a goal I will be working on forever.  Watching the video made me somewhat embarrassed and I hope to fix many of the mistakes I made while teaching this short recorder lesson.  

Because my name starts with an A, I always have to go first.  I always had to sit in the front corner desk, was the first to make a speech, or the first to walk across the stage at graduation.  Being first used to make me nervous, but I have grown to like it because I am the first one that gets to do something exciting or I am able to be the first to get a tough project over with.  Being the last person to peer teach stressed me out more than usual.  I had more time to think about how I was going to teach the lesson and every time I thought about it, I changed or added an idea.   I finally had to decide on something and continue with it.  When it finally came time teach I was very nervous and watching everyone else teach aided in steadly becoming more nervous.  I had to concentrate a lot on what I was doing and saying in front of the class.    Even though I practiced what I was saying before presenting the concept, I still jumbled everything up in my head and had a hard time getting what I wanted to say out in a clear, non-confusing manner.  

After teaching a lesson using the recorder, I have realized it is very hard to teach an instrumental lesson with no instrumental background.  In my opinion it is difficult to identify mistakes and try to improve them.  I have improved my teaching in some ways, but still have a long way to go.  I am able to identify the problems with my teaching and will, with much practice, overcome some of these to become an effective teacher.  The importance of assessment is to improve instruction.  I have already learned that this sentence is extremely important because with the two short lessons I have taught, I have realized how important assessment can be.  Assessing myself will not only help me gain the skills it takes to be a teacher, but will help me learn from my mistakes and become that teacher the every student always remembers.  

