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Intro to Music Ed


A few weeks ago, I was asked to name my dream job.  I replied as I always have, “to be a music teacher.”  After thinking about this question for a few days, there is really nothing I want more.  Since I began piano lessons as a little girl, I have wanted to become a music teacher.  There are two people who have stood out as major influences in my choice to become a music educator.  Both have helped me grow both musically and personally.  They have taught me a great deal, and without them my attitude towards music would be completely different.  

My first voice and piano lessons were horrific experiences.  I began piano when I was in fourth grade with a teacher who had a three-year-old child.  After a few lessons, she began to let her daughter sit-in on my lessons.  This was fine with me until she started banging on the keys, distracting me, while I was trying to play.  I would be punished for not being able to concentrate well enough to play a piece, when her daughter should have been scolded for disrupting my lesson.  While I was struggling with piano, I began to study voice.  The first voice teacher I had knew absolutely nothing about teaching, which caused me to hate these lessons for a very long time.  I was not learning anything and was beginning to think I should give up music all together.  

A few months later, Jennifer Wennerstrom, who at the time was the choir director at Barberton High School, said she would take me on as a student.  When she taught me, I understood everything she was explaining.  She never pressured me and if I had any questions, she never got mad like her predecessors.  She would teach things at my pace to make sure I was on the right track.  I have job shadowed her in the past, as a way of seeing if teaching a choir is really my calling.  I can tell she loves every minute of teaching and is a great role model to many students.  Mrs. Wennerstrom has a way to bring out the best in people and help them excel in their talents.   

I hope someday that I will be able to help students the way she does and affect peoples lives the way she has.  It was because of Mrs. Wennerstrom, that I was introduced to my voice teacher and second influence, Jamie Cordes.  When I began taking lessons with Jamie at West Side Vocal Academy, I was shy and lacked confidence.  Although he was very serious at times, he made learning how to sing enjoyable.  There is so much to learn about the voice that it can be frustrating and very difficult at times.  Jamie is also a very patient teacher, who cares very much about his students.  He pushed me to always do better and try harder.  Jamie introduced me to many types of music, ways of singing, and to the world of performing.  Without his encouragement, I don't think I would have continued voice lessons.  Because of him, I love to sing and hope someday I will teach private voice lessons, so I can affect young people the way he affected me.


In watching Mrs. Wennerstrom and Jamie through my years of study, I have noticed the happiness teaching music brings to them.  When they see their students perform correctly, they know they have been successful in passing on their knowledge.  They were both very professional teachers, who were able to motivate students well.  I feel it is important to create a learning environment for young students that is fun and exciting and give them an opportunity to express themselves, like I was able to have.  I want to become a music teacher because I want to help students and people find something they love to do, much like my two role-models.
